
Tall Tower 
Topics 
by the man in the tower 

Good Evening. 

LET’S RESOLVE 

For New Year resolutions let us all try 
To check up on the following, do or die. 
To omit from vocabularies come what may, 
Bye-bye, all rlghty, and also okay. 
Not to whack our friends on the back 
Or to trifle with a practical Joking tack. 
Not with, "say listen", our sentences begin 
Or to become playful with the out-dated pin. 
To believe our friend who says, "no liquor, thanks”, 
To leave to the children ye olde parlor pranks. 
Not to riffle a newspaper when the radios going, 
Or to come home late when the wife a party Is throwing. 
To swear off trite phrases such as "was my face red”? 
Or to say to the little wife "these biscuits are like lead.” 
Not to refer to your home as "Just a little shanty”, 
Or to forget the birthday of your very favorite aunty. 
To refrain from calling husband when he slips up on 

a double 
Or to kick him under the table—that always ends 

In trouble. 
Not to spring the moth-eaten, "well, as long as you're 

healthy", 
Or to spring the chestnut, "rather be good-looking than 

wealthy.” 
wot to start talking till the other feljows through, 
Or to bore all your friends about your kids’ I.Q. 
In a word, so help us, let’s watch our step this year, 
Keep sober, don't hoard gold, and you'll have naught 

to fear. 
—Em Em. 

Rev. Lawrence W. Doucette, native of the South End, 
who has been stationed at St. Anthony’s church in 

Bridgeport the past few years, will soon begin his duties 
as a volunteer on the staff of the New Haven Community 
Chest and Council of Social Agencies, for the purpose of 

making a series of studies in community social work or- 

ganization in the Elm City. For many months Father 
Doucette has been majoring at the New York School of 
Social Work and his job in New Haven will be for a dou- 
ble purpose. He intends to complete a field of work re- 

quirement of the school and simultaneously assist in at- 
tacking a number of problems now facing the Chest. He 
will relate himself to a number of surveys in various 

phases of community social work organization, his re- 

search being the basis for possible future re-shifting of 

agency functions, re-defining of social work methods and 
re-allocation of services. 

Joe Quinn, a Fourth Estater in the making, 
dropped in to pay his respects yesterday afternoon be- 
fore boarding a rattler tomorrow for the University of 

Kentucky where he is a junior. Joe contemplates stop- 

Sng off in New York City tomorrow night to watch 
e Kentucky Colonels basketeers oppose New York 

University in Madison Square Garden and confidential- 
ly tells me to pop a few hard-earned ‘kunncls’ on his 
cohorts. During the summer Joe worked on the sports 
department of the Cincinnati Post, editing the amateur 
sports page. He likes journalism immensely and is 

high in his praise of his university professors, all of 
whom are former newspapermen. 

Hits and bits. Marjorie Oviatt was recipient of 
a beautiful gift and the well wishes of Claire beauticians 
Saturday evening as she severed connections with the 
firm to join the staff of Howland-Hughes. She assumed 
her new capacity yesterday morning. Anthony Gra- 
ziosa, pride and joy of the South End, will slip a ring on 

the beautiful finger of Mary Lentini Thursday morning 
at St. Lucy’s church. Theirs was a budding romance and 
I wish them a pleasant voyage on their matrimonial 
cruise. Mary Phelan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur Phelan, of 11 South Street, forwards another box of 
tinfoil. She’s one of the Tower’s most consistent donors 
and one of its most welcome visitors. Felix Guarini, 
diminutive funmaker, has been dropped for a count by 
Kid Pneumonia. Laugh it off Felix, the boys miss you. 

Mrs. Lena Sirica and daughter Evelyn excursioned 
to Washington, D. C., Sunday where they hope to catch 

Congress in action before boarding a return choo-choo 
next Saturday. 

If it may be classified with old razor blades, the 
latest method of getting rid of 1928 lizzie models has 
been discovered by George Dveliskis of Fox Street. New 
Year’s Day George and his dad drove to Candlewood 
Lake, Danbury, for an afternoon with the rod and reel. 
The lake was covered with ice, so the car was driven 
far out where the fish were alleged biting best. They 
went to work, but not for long. The ice cracked and 
soon the boys were casting their cold orbs among shiners 
they believed would later be their bait, but which 

proved their downfall. George and his dad decided to do 
something about saving the family crate, but when 
informed that the water was 60 feet deep or more 

they unanimously decided that old lizzie could rest in 

peace. 

Chatter. ... Mr. and Mrs. Wayne LeGrand, recent 

honeymooners, will be tendered a testimonial banquet by 
admirers at Waverly Inn Saturday night. The missus is 
the former Mary M. Coakley. John A. Cluney, Dem 

sports ed, has been invited by Rev. William Botticelli of 
St. Peter’s church in Torrington to be the principal 
speaker at the Holy Name Society’s annual communion 
breakfast next Sunday. Miss Kathleen Crowley 
sends along a lovely New Year’s card to extend good wish- 
es for 1936 to the boys of our editorial room. Miss Crowley 

* 
never forgets us and we deeply appreciate her thought- 
fulness. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Kellogg took in the 
Bachelor’s Ball in the Delta Kappa Epsilon Hall in New 
Haven Saturday evening. Charley Teller, rated the 
best setback player in the East End, was taken over the 
hurdles the other day by “Red” Parker whom he regard- 
ed as a novice. It was the first time Charley was wrong 
In years. 

Sleigh-bells ring. .. Every time we get a bit of 
snow memory hearkens back to the days of double-run- 
ners, sleighs and sleigh-rides, etc.... Remember the 
first sleigh-ride you went on. It was fun until the cold 

got into your bones. Then it was real misery.... And 
how your toes and fingers would ache when you got 
Into a warm spot and tried to thaw out comfortably. 
... You didn’t have to go a mile from Exchange Place 
in those days to get into the sleigh, like they do to-day. 
It would pick you up at your house if you lived along 
the route.... And the first time you drove a cutter with 
a spanking bay occasionally casting a bit of hard snow 

up in your face over the curved dashboard. How 

you’d rattle the whip in its socket to make the mare 

Itep along at a faster gait with the wind whistling by 
voyr face and coloring it a beef red.... Those were the 

■ays, my boy, those were the days.... 

Good Night. j 

--r-FIRST OF TWO ARTICLES- 

“Swing” Music (7shitD Goes 
’Round And Around Nation 
“NEW” TYPE OF JAZZ TAKES REVUES, CABARETS, BALL ROOMS 

AND RADIO BY STORM—BUT MUSICIANS CAN’T DEFINE IT 
BY MARIAN YOUNG AND WALTER C. PARKES 

NEA Service SUIT Correspondent 

NEW YORK, Jan. 7—All America and a great portion 
of what is laughingly known as the civilized world are * 

swinging it. 
Symbolized by the feverish spread of a daffy song-hit called "The 

Music Ooes ’Round and Around." swing rhythms—the great What- 
Is-It of the melody world—have caught up radio musicians, night 
club bands, movie revues, Broadway shovfs, ballroom dancers, mak- 
ers of phonograph records and publishers of sheet music In a mad 
musical whirl. 

‘‘To swing or not to swing?” 
unruffled brows of orchestra 

leaders from coast to coast. 
And meanwhile, people who wor- 

ry about such things are trying, 
with conspicuously small success, 
to define swing and put It In a 

musical pigeon-hole. 
• * * 

Swing Is praised by one 

school of music lovers as "the 
ultlmntc In Improvisation, perfect 
rythmic assurance, the acme In 
musical technique and an indel- 
ible notation on the evolution 
of Jazz." It Is condemned by 
others with such epithets as 

"lewdness In music," "mere old- 
fashloncd Jazz with a fast tempo." 
“music of the most Illiterate 
type," and "ugly but exciting dis- 
harmonies.” 

The only approach to a com- 

mon definition seems to be that 
most critics agree that swing Is 
the original melody embellished 
with fancy fixln's In the way of 
spontaneous variations and ad 
libbed trills, runs, screeches and 
squaks. Even the lyrics are 

not safe, for many noted swing- 
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s a question furrowing the usually 
1 

Petite Dixie Dunbar puts awing 
into the movie. “The King of 

Burlesque.'’ 
era discard the original words 
and Invent lyrics of a more 
“swingy’’ nature. 

Anyhow, almost everyone is 
swinging it. 

• * • 

Radio is of course the ideal 
carrier for the germ. Columbia 
Broadcasting alone, with 28 periods 
a week devoted to orchestras, has 
a dozen of them playing nothing 
but swing stuff, while the others 
Intersperse their “sweet" pro- 
grams with a few swing numbers. 
Outstanding Columbia swinger is 
Louis Armstrong. Even Ouy Lom- 
bardo, noted for his smooth rhy- 
thms, plays the crazy “Music Ooes 
'Round and Around" about every 
ten minutes. 

Film companies have un- 
leashed their talent hounds 
who are sniffing eagerly for 
swing artists. “The King of 
Burlesque,” Just released, fea- 
tures swing tunes such as “Ive 
Got My Fingers Crossed," to 
which wiggling Dixie Dunbar 
does a burny-burny dance num- 
ber. And Ruby Keeler and 
Paul Draper swing it in Warner 
Brothers’ soon to be-exhlblted 
“Colleen.” 

The orchestra and wlggly 
June Knight put plenty of 
swing into “Jubilee,” a current 
smash hit on Broadway. The 
new Zlegfeld Follies, now in 
Boston prior to the New York 
opening, features three swing 
numbers, as well as dancing by 
Josephine Baker, who pioneered 
Harlem hot stuff in Gay Paree. 
Willowy Eleanor Powell’s prac- 
tically perfect tap-dancing in 
“At Home Abroad,” too, reveals 
the swing influence. 

* • • 

Long stymied by radio com- 
petition, the phonograph record 
companies are leaping back to 
life via swing band recordings. 
Tommy Dorsey and Benny Good- 
man. the latter rated top swing- 
er of the country, are doing discs 
for Victor. Red Norvo records for 
Columbia. Brunswick has Duke 
Ellington. These boys don’t 
come cheap and record com- 
panies don’t invest foolishly, 
which should give you an idea. 

The greatest index to the 
popularity of swing is in the 
sudden excitement in the sheet 
music world. “The Mupsic Goes 
’Round and Around,” theme 
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Listen to any donee bond tor ten minutes, ot the most, ond you’ll 
hear the crasy swing song concocted by Mike Riley (left) ond Ed 
Farley (right), musicians in o New York night club. It’s “The Music 
That Goes ’Round ond Around,” ond there hasn’t been o music hit 
comparable to It since “Yes, We Hove No Bananas” (remember?). 

“Red" Hodgson wrote the words. 

song of the swing era, has got 
Tin Pan Alley standing on its 
collective head. All records are 
broken with 100,000 copies sold 
within a month, and no let-up 
in sight. Ed Parley and Mike 
Riley, who with ‘‘Red’’ Hodg- 
son of Chicago spawned the ro- 
tating rhythm, are cleaning up. 
Chanted continuously by vocal- 
ists, banged out by radio bands, 
and substituted by Sister Susie 
for her favorite torch ballad, 
the maniac melody Is In danger 
of being done to death. So the 
panic-stricken publishers are 

doing the unheard of thing of 
discouraging performers from 
using the number. Instead of 
the customary plugging, no pro- 
fessional free copies are being 
handed out, while Tin Pan Al- 
ley stands aghast at the phe- 
nomenon. 

* * * 

The dignity of the dance Is In 
danger, too, according to Ar- 
thur Murray famous dance mas- 
ter. "Music controls the dance," 
he said. “The fact that swing 
music Is unbridled and spontan- 
eous means that ballroom danc- 
ing may become equally aban- 
doned.” 

West 52nd street Is the focal 
spot of swing in New York. 
Here swing clubs are breaking 
out like measles In a crowded 
schoolroom. There is no danc- 
ing In them. Swing lovers aim- 
ply sit and listen, In silent, sway- 
ing worship of the rowdy swing- 
ing rhythms. '“The Music Goes 
’Round and Around” becomes a 

haywire hymn, and other swing 
tunes, such as "Broken Rec- 
ord,” contribute to the coma of 
the addicts. 

• • • 

Men as well as songs have 
come to recent fame through 
swing. John Hammond, pres- 
ident of the Hot Clubs of 
America, says Fletcher Hender- 
son was the greatest swing ar- 
tist of all time, while others dis- 
agree and rhapsodize over the 
late Blx Blederbecke, Paul 
Whiteman’s trumpeter. But Mr. 
Hammond hears no denials 
when he names Benny Good- 
man, of the Hotel Congress, 
Chicago, as the hottest living 
swing player In the country. 
Incidentally, the Hot Clubs of 
America are composed of "en- 
thusiastic admirers and ama- 
teur players of hot music.” 

Mr. Hammond has very defi- 
nite ideas on what constitutes 
real swing. He says swing must 
be spontaneous and insists that 
it cannot be rehearsed. In his 
opinion a swing band should 
number not more than seven, 
and they must be expert musi- 
cians who can keep the original 
melodies In mind and improvise 
on them. No large commercial 
band using sophlstltcated orches- 
trations can swing, he says. And 
further, It is impossible for a 

single swinger to “ride” a tune 
unless the whole orchestra Is 
doing It. Even then the result 
may be short of perfection be- 
cause the audience Isn't sympa- 
thetic to what’s happening. 
Which bears out the contention 
that swing Is more mood than 
music. 

Paul Whiteman, on the other 
hand, would have you know 
that jazz Is jazz whether you 
call it swing or sway. He states 
emphatically that swing Is sim- 
ply any music played in jazz 
rhythm. Though noted as the 
originator of "sweet” Jazz, 

Answers To 
Test Questions 

Below are 
to test questions printed 
on page 6. 
2. Paris, France. 
3. The whole mass of ocean 

waters on the earth’s surface. 
4. Males do net bite, and 

only the female has a 

sets suitable for 
tog. 

5. The 
«. West eoast 
1. A period of fear yean. 
I. "Lore Panes By.” 
•.Henry M. 

U. 

Whiteman has several numbers 
on each program played accord- 
ing to his definition of "swing.’’ 

• • • 

The King of Jazz agrees with 
Hammond that “Made in 
America” is the proper label for 
swing, although it had enthusi- 
astic friends in Europe long be- 
fore it took hold here. So mys- 
terious is everything connected 
with swing that experts even 

disagree as to its age. Some say 
French and English Hot Clubs 
have been listening to American 
swing records since 1920. But 
this age of sweet sixteen is de- 

CITY DICKERING 
FOR P.T.A. PARLEY 

Delegates from the Waterbury 
Council of Parents ; id Teachers 
will be instructed to ask that the 
next congress be held in this city, 
according to an announcement 
made at a meeting last night. This 
year's gathering will be held in 
April at Hartford. A nominating 
committee elected last night to sug- 
gest a slate of officers for the April 
elections Includes: Miss Esther Fox, 
Mrs. Robert Croft of Middlebiiry 
and and Mrs. Eva Oreene. Mrs. 
Elmer Wilson presided at the meet- 
ing. 

June and Cherry Preiser, swinging in the new Zlegfeld Follies. 

nied by Mr. Hammond, who 
says that the French yen for ‘ie 

Jazz Hot" dates from 1828 and 
that English clubse started only 
recently. The honor of being 
the American leader of swing 
has many claimants, but so far, 
critical opinion has failed to 
place the laurels (or thorns) on 
the brow of any Individual. 

But with everybody going 
around and around to the dizzy 
rhythms, it seems that the song 
writer was a prophet who said 
“It don’t mean a thing if it ain't 
got that swing.” 

Tomorrow: The War Raging 
Over Swing Tunes In the Music 
World. 

Daily Statistics 
On Auto Accidents 

193S 1936 
tAcddenU 222 27 
tFaUlltles 8 11 
-{-Injuries 160 11 

KILLED 
Pedestrians 6 3 
Occupants 2 7 
Bicyclists — 1 
Children — 1 
AdulU 8 10 

INJURED 
Pedestrians 36 4 
Occupants 122 6 
Bicyclists 2 1 
Children 10 1 
AdulU 142 8 
Ape not sUted 8 2 

+1936 toUIs of accidents, In 
Juries and fatalities are subject 
to change because of Incomplete 
or tardy traffic accident reporU 
and because of Injured oc- 

cupanU and pedestrians not be- 
ing definitely resolved as "re- 
coveries" or "fatalities.” 

England’s National League of 
Airmen Is growing rapidly, and 
members* are being trained to flj\ 
and helped to get a government fly- 
ing permtl for $70. 

WORKERS UNIONS 
IN WPA BLOCKED 

Efforts to organize urtlons In the 
WPA will be generally frowned up- 
on by administration officials. Al- 
though no official action has been 
taken by state authorities, an at- 
tempt to promote such a union yes- 
terday In Hartford was blocked by 
supervisors of the Hartford projects, 
who Informed workers that it was 
not the intent of the government 
to pay employes for time spent In 
participating In union movements. 
Thomas E. Walsh, Hartford place- 
ment officer, issued Instructions to 
timekeepers to dock a worker’s time 
card If the man held extended con- 
versations with visitors. 

BEGNAL JOB TO 
BE WPA PROJECT 

Begnal school will be repaired at 
a cost of $5.S89 under a project ap- 
proved by the WPA. Twenty-two 
persons will be employed. The Now 
Haven WPA project will begin to- 
day when members of the cast of 
the first production “Men Must 
Fight,” report at the Lincoln thea- 
ter. 

Diamond Jubilee Special 
DRESS 
LENGTHS 

Close outs of high grade mak- 
ers—lengths of 3Vfc to 4 yards 
in a piece just the right 
amount for a smart frock. 
Novelty weaves — plain 
shades all-over designs. 
All first quality fabrics — all 
made to sell for more. 

asr $1 Q& FAST V I 
COLOR B Each Piece 

DIAMOND JUBILEE SPECIAL 

for Women 
4 to • 

for Men 
$ to U 

1,262 PAIRS SUPPERS 
For Men and Women 

Just another example of the extra- 
ordinary values — Waterbury folks 
have learned to expect from our Dia- 
mond Jubilee offerings. Come pre- 
pared to buy slippers for present and 
future needs—such an opportunity 
does not come but once in a Blue 
Moon! 

ItoftiUrty gold at *1.00 and *1.45 

Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat j 

An actual saving of 12c to 57c on 

every pair! 
In this lot you’ll find slippers for 
every taste and occasion! Beauty, 
comfort and quality for those leisurei 
moments at home. 

In the Lot You’ll Find 
• Kid Leathers 
• Wool Felts 
• Sheepskins 
• Corduroys 
• Juliets _ 

• D’Orssys 
• Leather Soles 
• Soft Padded / 

Soles 

All Items Available At Our Watertown and Cheahire Shops. 

The MILLER & PECK Co. 


